ENGAGING GOSPEL DOCTRINE 122.2
Lesson 45 (Study Notes): “If I Perish, I Perish”
Class Member Reading: Daniel 1; 3; 6; Esther 3; 4; 5; 7; 8; D&C 89:18-20

1In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it (This would be referring to the first deportation of 597 but
this gets the date wrong and would be 606). 2The Lord let King Jehoiakim of Judah fall into his
power, as well as some of the vessels of the house of God. These he brought to the land of
Shinar, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his gods.
3 Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelites of the
royal family and of the nobility, 4young men without physical defect and handsome, versed in
every branch of wisdom, endowed with knowledge and insight, and competent to serve in the
king’s palace; they were to be taught the literature and language of the Chaldeans (Akkadian).
5
The king assigned them a daily portion of the royal rations of food and wine. They were to be
educated for three years, so that at the end of that time they could be stationed in the king’s
court. 6Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe of Judah. 7The
palace master gave them other names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the royal rations of food and
wine; so he asked the palace master to allow him not to defile himself. 9Now God allowed
Daniel to receive favour and compassion from the palace master (Note how much control God
has of the events in these stories). 10The palace master said to Daniel, ‘I am afraid of my lord
the king; he has appointed your food and your drink. If he should see you in poorer condition
than the other young men of your own age, you would endanger my head with the king.’
11
Then Daniel asked the guard whom the palace master had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah: 12‘Please test your servants for ten days. Let us be given vegetables to
eat and water to drink. 13You can then compare our appearance with the appearance of the
young men who eat the royal rations, and deal with your servants according to what you
observe.’ 14So he agreed to this proposal and tested them for ten days (This is a great approach
to trying new habits… most of us could benefit from eating vegetables with water for 10 days
straight!). 15At the end of ten days it was observed that they appeared better and fatter than all
the young men who had been eating the royal rations. 16So the guard continued to withdraw
their royal rations and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. 17To these four
young men God gave knowledge and skill in every aspect of literature and wisdom; Daniel also
had insight into all visions and dreams. (Similar to the promise at the end of the Word of
Wisdom)
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18 At the end of the time that the king had set for them to be brought in, the palace master
brought them into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar, 19and the king spoke with them. And
among them all, no one was found to compare with Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah;
therefore they were stationed in the king’s court. 20In every matter of wisdom and
understanding concerning which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 21And Daniel continued there until
the first year of King Cyrus.
The Golden Image

3King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width
was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2Then King
Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counsellors, the
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and
come to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the
prefects, and the governors, the counsellors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and
all the officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar
had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, ‘You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire
musical ensemble (These lists and repetition have a mocking, satirical tone), you are to fall
down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does
not fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.’
7
Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and
worshipped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said
to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘O king, live for ever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical
ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and
worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have
appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the
golden statue that you have set up.’
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, ‘Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not
worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound
of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and
worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall
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immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you
out of my hands?’ (Nebuchadnezzar unknowingly asks the important question)
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no
need to present a defence to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver
us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if
not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the
golden statue that you have set up.’ This “but if not” is rightly at the core of lessons and talks.
This is a pattern for our prayers and lives.
The Fiery Furnace
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace to be heated up seven times more than was
customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men were bound,
still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were
thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22Because the king’s command was urgent and the
furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. 23But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into
the furnace of blazing fire. This narrative is very clearly over the top and legendary.
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counsellors,
‘Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?’ They answered the king, ‘True,
O king.’ 25He replied, ‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they
are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.’ (Aramaic “Bar Elohin”, a divine
being, so an angel) 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire
and said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come
here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the
prefects, the governors, and the king’s counsellors gathered together and saw that the fire had
not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their
tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar
said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up
their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I make a
decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is
no other god who is able to deliver in this way.’ 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in the province of Babylon. (Again, clearly over the top narrative elements)
The Plot against Daniel
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6It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, stationed
throughout the whole kingdom, 2and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these the
satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3Soon Daniel distinguished himself
above all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king
planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom. 4So the presidents and the satraps tried to
find grounds for complaint against Daniel in connection with the kingdom. But they could find
no grounds for complaint or any corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence or
corruption could be found in him. 5The men said, ‘We shall not find any ground for complaint
against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.’
6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, ‘O King Darius,
live for ever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counsellors
and the governors, are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an
interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you,
O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. (This narrative is implausible on multiple counts. It
is a deep irony that fidelity to one God was a Jewish view! Darius was Zoroastrian and thus
believed in the one God Ahura Mazda, but Persians were tolerant of other religions) 8Now,
O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according
to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ 9Therefore King Darius
signed the document and interdict.
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
10 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house,
which had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees
three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 11The
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. 12Then they
approached the king and said concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you not sign an interdict,
that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king,
shall be thrown into a den of lions?’ The king answered, ‘The thing stands fast, according to the
law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ 13Then they responded to the king,
‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you
have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.’
14 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save
Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. 15Then the
conspirators came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.’ (This is an
absurd point)
16 Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions.
The king said to Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!’ 17A stone was
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with
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the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king
went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from
him.
Daniel Saved from the Lions
19 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 20When he came near
the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant of the living
God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?’
21
Daniel then said to the king, ‘O king, live for ever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions’
mouths so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also
before you, O king, I have done no wrong.’ 23Then the king was exceedingly glad and
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and
no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. (But it doesn’t work out
so nicely for us, does it?) 24The king gave a command, and those who had accused Daniel were
brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives (Why their
families??!). Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions overpowered them and broke
all their bones in pieces.
25 Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole
world: ‘May you have abundant prosperity! 26I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion
people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel:
For he is the living God,
enduring for ever.
His kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and his dominion has no end.
27
He delivers and rescues,
he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth;
for he has saved Daniel
from the power of the lions.’
28
So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Even
on a surface level we can look at this happy ending and recognize its implausibility).

Haman Undertakes to Destroy the Jews

3After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and
advanced him and set his seat above all the officials who were with him. 2And all the king’s
servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and did obeisance to Haman; for the king
had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance. 3Then
the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, ‘Why do you disobey the
king’s command?’ 4When they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they
told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai’s words would avail; for he had told them that
he was a Jew. 5When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance to him,
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Haman was infuriated. 6But he thought it beneath him to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So,
having been told who Mordecai’s people were, Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, the
people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.
7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they
cast Pur—which means ‘the lot’—before Haman for the day and for the month, and the lot fell
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 8Then Haman said to
King Ahasuerus, ‘There is a certain people scattered and separated among the peoples in all the
provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of every other people, and they
do not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them. 9If it
pleases the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand talents
of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king’s business, so that they may put it
into the king’s treasuries.’ 10So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11The king said to Haman, ‘The money
is given to you, and the people as well, to do with them as it seems good to you.’
12 Then the king’s secretaries were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an
edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king’s satraps and to the
governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its
own script and every people in its own language; it was written in the name of King Ahasuerus
and sealed with the king’s ring. 13Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces, giving
orders to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one
day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their
goods. 14A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every province by
proclamation, calling on all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15The couriers went quickly by
order of the king, and the decree was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat
down to drink; but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion.

Esther Agrees to Help the Jews

4When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on
sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2he went up
to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.
3
In every province, wherever the king’s command and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in
sackcloth and ashes.
4 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed;
she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not
accept them. 5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been
appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and
why. 6Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate,
7
and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman
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had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also
gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it
to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and
entreat him for her people.
9 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and
gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11‘All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s
provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being
called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the
golden sceptre to someone, may that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to
the king for thirty days.’ 12When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them
to reply to Esther, ‘Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the
other Jews. 14For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the
Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps
you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’ 15Then Esther said in reply to
Mordecai, 16‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and
neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do. After
that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish, I perish.’ 17Mordecai then
went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Esther’s Banquet

5On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s
palace, opposite the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne inside the palace
opposite the entrance to the palace. 2As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the
court, she won his favour and he held out to her the golden sceptre that was in his hand. Then
Esther approached and touched the top of the sceptre. 3The king said to her, ‘What is it, Queen
Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.’ 4Then
Esther said, ‘If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to a banquet that I have
prepared for the king.’ 5Then the king said, ‘Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther
desires.’ So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 6While they
were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, ‘What is your petition? It shall be granted you. And
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’ 7Then Esther said,
‘This is my petition and request: 8If I have won the king’s favour, and if it pleases the king to
grant my petition and fulfil my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet
that I will prepare for them, and then I will do as the king has said.’

Haman Plans to Have Mordecai Hanged
9 Haman went out that day happy and in good spirits. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the
king’s gate, and observed that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was infuriated with
Mordecai; 10nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Then he sent and called
for his friends and his wife Zeresh, 11and Haman recounted to them the splendour of his riches,
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the number of his sons, all the promotions with which the king had honoured him, and how he
had advanced him above the officials and the ministers of the king. 12Haman added, ‘Even
Queen Esther let no one but myself come with the king to the banquet that she prepared.
Tomorrow also I am invited by her, together with the king. 13Yet all this does me no good so
long as I see the Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.’ 14Then his wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, ‘Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to
have Mordecai hanged on it; then go with the king to the banquet in good spirits.’ This advice
pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made. 71So the king and Haman went in to feast with
Queen Esther. 2On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther,
‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to
the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’ 3Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won your
favour, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the
lives of my people—that is my request. 4For we have been sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and
women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the
king.’ 5Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who has
presumed to do this?’ 6Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman was
terrified before the king and the queen. 7The king rose from the feast in wrath and went into
the palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that the king
had determined to destroy him. 8When the king returned from the palace garden to the
banquet hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was reclining; and the king
said, ‘Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?’ As the words left the
mouth of the king, they covered Haman’s face. 9Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in
attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai,
whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And the king said, ‘Hang
him on that.’ 10So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the anger of the king abated.

Esther Saves the Jews

8On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the
Jews; and Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2Then the
king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. So
Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.
3 Then Esther spoke again to the king; she fell at his feet, weeping and pleading with him to
avert the evil design of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews.
4
The king held out the golden sceptre to Esther, 5and Esther rose and stood before the king. She
said, ‘If it pleases the king, and if I have won his favour, and if the thing seems right before the
king, and I have his approval, let an order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote giving orders to destroy the Jews who are in
all the provinces of the king. 6For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming on my
people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction of my kindred?’ 7Then King Ahasuerus said to
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Queen Esther and to the Jew Mordecai, ‘See, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they
have hanged him on the gallows, because he plotted to lay hands on the Jews. 8You may write
as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king’s ring;
for an edict written in the name of the king and sealed with the king’s ring cannot be revoked.’
9 The king’s secretaries were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of
Sivan, on the twenty-third day; and an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai
commanded, to the Jews and to the satraps and the governors and the officials of the provinces
from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, to every province in its own
script and to every people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their
language. 10He wrote letters in the name of King Ahasuerus, sealed them with the king’s ring,
and sent them by mounted couriers riding on fast steeds bred from the royal herd. 11By these
letters the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to assemble and defend their lives, to
destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack
them, with their children and women, and to plunder their goods 12on a single day throughout
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the
month of Adar. 13A copy of the writ was to be issued as a decree in every province and
published to all peoples, and the Jews were to be ready on that day to take revenge on their
enemies. 14So the couriers, mounted on their swift royal steeds, hurried out, urged by the king’s
command. The decree was issued in the citadel of Susa.
15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king, wearing royal robes of blue and
white, with a great golden crown and a mantle of fine linen and purple, while the city of Susa
shouted and rejoiced. 16For the Jews there was light and gladness, joy and honour. 17In every
province and in every city, wherever the king’s command and his edict came, there was
gladness and joy among the Jews, a festival and a holiday. Furthermore, many of the peoples of
the country professed to be Jews, because the fear of the Jews had fallen upon them.

Additional Reading: Esther 1; 2; 6; 9; 10

King Ahasuerus Deposes Queen Vashti

1This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the same Ahasuerus who ruled over one hundred
and twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia. 2In those days when King Ahasuerus sat on
his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, 3in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all
his officials and ministers. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the
provinces were present, 4while he displayed the great wealth of his kingdom and the splendour
and pomp of his majesty for many days, one hundred and eighty days in all.
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5 When these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in the citadel of
Susa, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court of the garden of the
king’s palace. 6There were white cotton curtains and blue hangings tied with cords of fine linen
and purple to silver rings and marble pillars. There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic
pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and coloured stones. 7Drinks were served in
golden goblets, goblets of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished in accordance with
the bounty of the king. 8Drinking was by flagons, without restraint; for the king had given orders
to all the officials of his palace to do as each one desired. 9Furthermore, Queen Vashti gave a
banquet for the women in the palace of King Ahasuerus.
10 On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha,
Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who attended him, 11to
bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing the royal crown, in order to show the peoples and
the officials her beauty; for she was fair to behold. 12But Queen Vashti refused to come at the
king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned
within him.
13 Then the king consulted the sages who knew the laws (for this was the king’s procedure
towards all who were versed in law and custom, 14and those next to him were Carshena,
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven officials of Persia and
Media, who had access to the king, and sat first in the kingdom): 15‘According to the law, what
is to be done to Queen Vashti because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus
conveyed by the eunuchs?’ 16Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials,
‘Not only has Queen Vashti done wrong to the king, but also to all the officials and all the
peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 17For this deed of the queen will be
made known to all women, causing them to look with contempt on their husbands, since they
will say, “King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not
come.” 18This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s
behaviour will rebel against the king’s officials, and there will be no end of contempt and
wrath! 19If it pleases the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the
laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be altered, that Vashti is never again to
come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better
than she. 20So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, vast
as it is, all women will give honour to their husbands, high and low alike.’
21 This advice pleased the king and the officials, and the king did as Memucan proposed; 22he
sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in
its own language, declaring that every man should be master in his own house.

Esther Becomes Queen

2After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and
what she had done and what had been decreed against her. 2Then the king’s servants who
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attended him said, ‘Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3And let the king
appoint commissioners in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young
virgins to the harem in the citadel of Susa under the custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is
in charge of the women; let their cosmetic treatments be given them. 4And let the girl who
pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.’ This pleased the king, and he did so.
5 Now there was a Jew in the citadel of Susa whose name was Mordecai son of Jair son of
Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite. 6Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem among the
captives carried away with King Jeconiah of Judah, whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had
carried away. 7Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, his cousin, for she had
neither father nor mother; the girl was fair and beautiful, and when her father and her mother
died, Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter. 8So when the king’s order and his edict were
proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in the citadel of Susa in the custody
of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king’s palace and put in the custody of Hegai, who had
charge of the women. 9The girl pleased him and won his favour, and he quickly provided her
with her cosmetic treatments and her portion of food, and with seven chosen maids from the
king’s palace, and advanced her and her maids to the best place in the harem. 10Esther did not
reveal her people or kindred, for Mordecai had charged her not to tell. 11Every day Mordecai
would walk around in front of the court of the harem, to learn how Esther was and how she
fared.
12 The turn came for each girl to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the
regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their cosmetic treatment, six
months with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes and cosmetics for women. 13When the
girl went in to the king she was given whatever she asked for to take with her from the harem
to the king’s palace. 14In the evening she went in; then in the morning she came back to the
second harem in the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was in charge of the
concubines; she did not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was
summoned by name.
15 When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had adopted
her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king’s
eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther was admired by all who saw her.
16
When Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus in his royal palace in the tenth month, which is the
month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17the king loved Esther more than all the
other women; of all the virgins she won his favour and devotion, so that he set the royal crown
on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18Then the king gave a great banquet to all
his officials and ministers—‘Esther’s banquet.’ He also granted a holiday to the provinces, and
gave gifts with royal liberality.

Mordecai Discovers a Plot
19 When the virgins were being gathered together, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate.
20
Now Esther had not revealed her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had charged her; for
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Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. 21In those days, while
Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, who
guarded the threshold, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 22But the
matter came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the
king in the name of Mordecai. 23When the affair was investigated and found to be so, both the
men were hanged on the gallows. It was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of
the king.

The King Honours Mordecai

6That night the king could not sleep, and he gave orders to bring the book of records, the
annals, and they were read to the king. 2It was found written how Mordecai had told about
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had
conspired to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 3Then the king said, ‘What honour or distinction has
been bestowed on Mordecai for this?’ The king’s servants who attended him said, ‘Nothing has
been done for him.’ 4The king said, ‘Who is in the court?’ Now Haman had just entered the
outer court of the king’s palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the
gallows that he had prepared for him. 5So the king’s servants told him, ‘Haman is there,
standing in the court.’ The king said, ‘Let him come in.’ 6So Haman came in, and the king said to
him, ‘What shall be done for the man whom the king wishes to honour?’ Haman said to himself,
‘Whom would the king wish to honour more than me?’ 7So Haman said to the king, ‘For the
man whom the king wishes to honour, 8let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn,
and a horse that the king has ridden, with a royal crown on its head. 9Let the robes and the
horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials; let him robe the man whom the
king wishes to honour, and let him conduct the man on horseback through the open square of
the city, proclaiming before him: “Thus shall it be done for the man whom the king wishes to
honour.” ’ 10Then the king said to Haman, ‘Quickly, take the robes and the horse, as you have
said, and do so to the Jew Mordecai who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that you have
mentioned.’ 11So Haman took the robes and the horse and robed Mordecai and led him riding
through the open square of the city, proclaiming, ‘Thus shall it be done for the man whom the
king wishes to honour.’
12 Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, but Haman hurried to his house, mourning and
with his head covered. 13When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that
had happened to him, his advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, ‘If Mordecai, before whom
your downfall has begun, is of the Jewish people, you will not prevail against him, but will surely
fall before him.’

Haman’s Downfall and Mordecai’s Advancement
14 While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman off to
the banquet that Esther had prepared.
12

Destruction of the Enemies of the Jews

9Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, when the king’s
command and edict were about to be executed, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews
hoped to gain power over them, but which had been changed to a day when the Jews would
gain power over their foes, 2the Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who had sought their ruin; and no one could withstand
them, because the fear of them had fallen upon all peoples. 3All the officials of the provinces,
the satraps and the governors, and the royal officials were supporting the Jews, because the
fear of Mordecai had fallen upon them. 4For Mordecai was powerful in the king’s house, and his
fame spread throughout all the provinces as the man Mordecai grew more and more powerful.
5
So the Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, slaughtering, and destroying them,
and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6In the citadel of Susa the Jews killed and
destroyed five hundred people. 7They killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8Poratha, Adalia,
Aridatha, 9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, Vaizatha, 10the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the
enemy of the Jews; but they did not touch the plunder.
11 That very day the number of those killed in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king.
12
The king said to Queen Esther, ‘In the citadel of Susa the Jews have killed five hundred people
and also the ten sons of Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now
what is your petition? It shall be granted you. And what further is your request? It shall be
fulfilled.’ 13Esther said, ‘If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed tomorrow
also to do according to this day’s edict, and let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the
gallows.’ 14So the king commanded this to be done; a decree was issued in Susa, and the ten
sons of Haman were hanged. 15The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day
of the month of Adar and they killed three hundred people in Susa; but they did not touch the
plunder.
16 Now the other Jews who were in the king’s provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and
gained relief from their enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand of those who hated them;
but they laid no hands on the plunder. 17This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar,
and on the fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of feasting and gladness.

The Feast of Purim Inaugurated
18 But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and
rested on the fifteenth day, making that a day of feasting and gladness. 19Therefore the Jews of
the villages, who live in the open towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day
for gladness and feasting, a holiday on which they send gifts of food to one another.
20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21enjoining them that they should keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year,
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as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had
been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they
should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another
and presents to the poor. 23So the Jews adopted as a custom what they had begun to do, as
Mordecai had written to them.
24 Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the
Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur—that is, ‘the lot’—to crush and destroy them; 25but
when Esther came before the king, he gave orders in writing that the wicked plot that he had
devised against the Jews should come upon his own head, and that he and his sons should be
hanged on the gallows. 26Therefore these days are called Purim, from the word Pur. Thus
because of all that was written in this letter, and of what they had faced in this matter, and of
what had happened to them, 27the Jews established and accepted as a custom for themselves
and their descendants and all who joined them, that without fail they would continue to
observe these two days every year, as it was written and at the time appointed. 28These days
should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, in every family, province, and
city; and these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the
commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.
29 Queen Esther daughter of Abihail, along with the Jew Mordecai, gave full written authority,
confirming this second letter about Purim. 30Letters were sent wishing peace and security to all
the Jews, to the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, 31and
giving orders that these days of Purim should be observed at their appointed seasons, as the
Jew Mordecai and Queen Esther enjoined on the Jews, just as they had laid down for
themselves and for their descendants regulations concerning their fasts and their lamentations.
32
The command of Queen Esther fixed these practices of Purim, and it was recorded in writing.

10King Ahasuerus laid tribute on the land and on the islands of the sea. 2All the acts of his
power and might, and the full account of the high honour of Mordecai, to which the king
advanced him, are they not written in the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 3For
Mordecai the Jew was next in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was powerful among the Jews
and popular with his many kindred, for he sought the good of his people and interceded for the
welfare of all his descendants.

Other Reading: None
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